Rural migration to Cairo’s City of the dead during the last Ottoman era.

Abstract
The paper illustrates the rural migration’s contributes to the formation of Cairo City of the dead’ s identity. This Muslim graveyard’s uniqueness consists of being an inhabited site, however still currently used as a burial ground. The cohabitation between the living and the dead has been always banned even if without significant results. Even Ottoman rulers tried to limit the necropolis to the mere burial purpose. Nevertheless during the last decades of their empire in Egypt the rural migration from the south to Cairo increased City of the dead population extremely. Their archaic customs and believes have been an additional element of discrimination by the orthodox religious authorities and the elite classes. Even nowadays the western and local approaches assert City of the Dead is a survived relic of the ancient times or an evidence of superstitious and ignorant rurals, considered as urban poor. Instead in my view it embodies the subaltern classes’ cultural response to make sense to life and death. Their symbolical construction and fruition of the sacred characterizes the structure of City of the dead’ s identity, that is the historical and cultural product in a dialectic relationship among the establishment’s ideology, the archaic cultural heritage and globalization forces.
