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Summary. 

This essay focuses on my fieldwork in Cairo’s city of the dead about the cohabitation between the living and the dead. I particularly investigated the interactions between the urbanization and the funerary rituals, through the qualitative analysis and living in the Mameluk burial area for eight years to 2006. The City of the Dead is unique in that it is inhabited and yet continues to be a functioning cemetery nowadays. This cohabitation without a clear-cut division is the main characteristic of this cemetery since the beginning of its urbanization in the ninth century. It is represented by the several modalities of the occupancy of the cemetery for profane activities, as a place for living and working as well as for political parades, military celebrations, and horse races. I explored the reasons of the physical and social production and the reproduction of this necropolis as well as its fruition by residents and visitors. It means to analyse the links between the two categories of the sacred and the profane, concerning specifically the symbolic relationship between the living and the dead as the result of Cairenes’ perception of the death, the dead and the underworld. 
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